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A Critique of the Supporting Evidence on the Discrepancy between
the Intellect and the Revelation in the View of Logicians

By

Dr. Abdullah Muhammed Al-Garni

Faculty member, Department of Dogmas, Umm AlQurra
University

Abstract

This paper aimed to critique the foundations used by logicians to support and
rationalize the contradictions they claimed to exist between reason and revelations.
The first foundation for logicians has been their claim that the intellect is
independent and reasoning is essential for deducing the proofs for prophecy so that
these foundations function as supporting evidence for the approval of prophecy,
then comes anecdotal evidence in second rank to prove prophecy. In this way,
proving prophecy is a product of reasoning and anecdotal evidence side by side.
The second foundation has been what they claimed an impossible deduction that
the intellect could be used to prove prophecy based only on Sharia-based
scriptures. To them, the use of scriptures to prove prophecy in the absence of
reasoning is prohibitedly restricted. The third foundation has been their
classifications of religious foundations to reasoning and anecdotal reporting, where
reasoning comes in first rank before anecdotal reporting, and when there is
contradiction between both, reasoning takes priority over anecdotes on the cogent
argument that when anecdotal reports contradict reasoning evidences, then these
anecdotal evidences are only predilections that cannot be taken as certainty. Some
extreme logicians were so much bigoted that they said all anecdotal reports are
uncertain predilections, whether they go consistently or inconsistently with the
reason. It was necessary to present in this study the arguments of logicians and
their statements on these foundations to critique their deviance and to respond to
their arguments in a way that demonstrates the differences between Sunnah
followers and the methodology of logicians and to demonstrate the adequacy of the
Sunnah-based methodology in reasoning and anecdotal reporting.
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