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The Methodological Foundations of the Sufi Orders

By: Dr. Sulayman bin Safiyyah

Algerian Academic — University Lecturer — Doctor in the
Faculty of Islamic Sciences

Abstract

Innovations and vain desires are infectious diseases and
mortal illnesses that continues to damage the very foundations
of the noble Sunnah and creates problems within the religion
of the Islamic Nation. It divides and disperse its unity and
destroys its formation.

Severe prohibitions, warnings and threats came against
innovations and deviations because it has such a great affect
and bring such a severe danger upon individuals and the
community.

Sufism is from these innovations that has damaged and
mislead the Islamic Nation in the past, and continues its
attacks against the Islamic and even the western communities.

It all started as a form of asceticism and worshiping, and
after that its followers advanced and started to believe in
incarnation and other deviations. This research was written to
explain the methodological foundations of the Sufi orders.

The methodological foundations includes: the foundations
of the sources that the Sufis established their religious
doctrines upon.
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It also includes the practical principles that implies a lot of
different branches. The following things are incorporated in
this: the foundations of their theology, worship and behavior.

The researcher mentioned firstly the definition of Sufism,
its beginning and stages as well as its most famous orders.

He then continued to explain the following points: the very
sources of the Sufi orders. This includes both their priory
sources like kashf, dhawgq and wajd, as well as their
secondary sources like the statements and actions of their
sheikhs and leaders and their claim that their adherents
receive knowledge from their buried sheikhs. They also claim
that they receive knowledge from the prophets and that they
see the companions of the Prophet (may Allah be pleased with
them).

Afterwards the research explained the theological
foundations for the Sufi Orders like pantheism, incarnation,
and sanctification of sheikhs and leaders.

Furthermore the researcher explained the foundations of
worship for the Sufi orders like: exaggerations in worship,
worshiping Allah in a way that He hasn't legislated and the
deduction of Islamic obligations.

Thereafter the research explained the foundations for
behavior amongst the Sufi Orders like the advancement in
positions and the practicing of Sufi exercises.
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